First United Methodist Church of Denton

Youth Council

Constitution and By‑Laws

I.
MISSION & VISION
A. Our Mission – To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

B. Our Vision – To grow as a group: growing closer to each other and to God so that more people will experience God’s love.

II.
OPERATING STANDARDS
A.
Organization

1.
The Youth Council, as it deems necessary, may add at‑large for one-year terms as deemed necessary by the executive committee.

2.
The Youth Pastor shall serve as ex‑officio member of the Youth Council.

3.  
The Lead Youth Counselor(s) and Youth Assistant shall serve as ex-officio member of the Youth Council.

B.
Responsibilities
1.
Attendance at Fall Retreat is required.  Failure to attend may result in dismissal from the Youth Council.  Decision for removal must be made by the Youth Council.

2.
Members of the Youth Council are expected to attend:

Youth Council meetings; fundraisers; UMYF; Summer Camp; Sunday School, Credo/Credo Tour and a mission trip.

To be eligible to serve a complete term, Youth Council members must not miss more than 20% of the events listed above or the member may be removed from office.  Decision for removal must be made by the Youth Council.

3.
Youth Council Retreat participation is required.  This year it will be May 17-19.  
The date for the Youth Council Retreat will be set by the Youth Pastor and announced before Youth Council Applications go out.
III. 
OFFICERS
A.
Elections
1.
The Youth shall elect from its members a president, vice‑ president, chaplain, secretary, and any other officers it deems necessary.  The term for all officers begins the June 1, 2018 following their election.  All officers serve for one year.

2.
The Youth Council officers shall be elected March 31 during UMYF on the last Sunday in March.  If Easter falls on the last Sunday in March, the elections shall be on the next Sunday.  The Youth council can vote to hold elections on a different day, if necessary.
3.
The president‑elect shall have at the time of election completed at least the sophomore year in high school and have served on the Youth Council for at least three years. The president-elect will be a junior or senior during the 2019-2020 school year he/she holds the office.
4.
Nominating Process:

a.
All nominations shall be self‑nomination.

b.
Questions will be formulated by the Youth Pastor & Assistant Youth Director.
c.
The officers will be elected in this order: president, vice‑president, chaplain, secretary, and subcommittee chairs.

5.
Election Process:

a.
Elections shall be by secret ballot.  

b.
Election shall be by clear majority of total votes. 

6.
A ballot counting committee shall be made up of the Youth Pastor and other non‑voting adult members.

B.
Responsibilities
1. The President shall 
a. preside over all Youth Council meetings; 
b. represent the Youth Council to the Administrative Board, the Council on Ministries, and the Youth Ministry Advisory Council;
c. plan agendas with the Youth Pastor and the Executive Council;
d. keep an eye on the pulse of the youth group and work with the Youth Pastor and the rest of the Youth Council to respond to issues affecting the group;

e. bring proposals before the Youth Council on improvements to the program, with the aid of the Youth Pastor and the Executive Council, proposals which can come from the President or others in the youth group;
f. Decide the final vote on any matter on which the council is divided; appoint any task force needed; and 
g. Serve as an ex‑officio member of all standing teams.

2.
The Vice‑President shall 
a. Preside over Youth Council meetings when the president is absent and perform all duties of the president in case of absence;
b. (It is recommended that the vice-president share the responsibility to attend church leadership meetings with the president.) 
c. Keep an eye on the pulse of the youth group and work with the Youth Pastor, the President, and the Youth Council to respond to issues affecting the group;
d. Act as an accountability officer for the Youth Council.

3.
The Chaplin shall 
a. provide spiritual care for our Youth Council and for all of our youth 
b. Lining up people to lead a devotion for each YC Meeting and someone to close us in prayer.  
c. Keep an eye on the pulse of the youth group and work with the Youth Pastor, the President, and the Youth Council to respond to issues affecting the group, and 
d. Keep an eye out for those needing someone to talk to or who need emotional support.

4. 
The Credo President shall 
a. represent the Credo Choir members 
b. Ensure that Credo is included in all discussions and plans for retreats, events, fundraising, etc.

c. Know the schedule of Credo activities and help avoid conflict between Credo and other youth ministry activities

d. Keep an eye on the pulse of the youth group and work with the Youth Pastor, the President, and the Youth Council to respond to issues affecting the group.
5.
The Secretary shall 
a. Take minutes of all Youth Council meetings; 
b. Maintain a current attendance record of Youth Council members; 
c. Send copies of the minutes to all Youth Council and Youth Ministry Advisory Council members;
d. Keep an eye on the pulse of the youth group and work with the Youth Pastor, the President, and the Youth Council to respond to issues affecting the group.
e. Write all letters concerning business matters.

6.
The Theme Night Chair shall chair the theme night committee and help plan and lead the Theme Night held during one Sunday a month at UMYF.  He/she will also keep needs of the committee on the agenda at each Youth Council.
7.
The Mission Chair shall chair the mission sub-committee and help plan for mission trips; help lead the activities the mission sub-committee has planned, especially mission nights; keep mission needs on the agenda of each Youth Council meeting; and represent the Youth Council to the church Mission Team.

8.
The Rec Night Chair shall chair the recreation night sub-committee and will plan and lead Rec Night for UMYF as well as help with the planning of recreation type activities at Fall Retreat.

9.
The Social Media Chair shall chair the social media committee which will brainstorm new ways to communicate and use social media in a Christian manner that is worthy of God and FUMC-Denton.  This may be done through contests and other fun opportunities for using social media in a positive way; work with the Youth Pastor and the FUMC Denton Director of Communications to carry out what the social media sub-committee has planned.
IV.    ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT PROCESS


(To be decided by Youth Council)
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